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               AYEH KWESI WOMEN ASSOCIATION           
CONSTITUTION
PREAMBLE
We, the Members of the Ayeh Kwesi Women Development Association , 

Conscious of the unique character of our Association,
Committed to the welfare of our members and their families,
Intent on maintaining an organization that embodies our aspirations and enhances the achievement of our objectives, 
Do hereby come together to promulgate this Constitution. 
ARTICLE I - NAME
The name of the Organization shall be the AYEH KWESI WOMEN DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION, hereinafter referred to as the Association.
ARTICLE II - MOTTO
The motto of the Association shall be "Unity & Strength".
ARTICLE III - OBJECTIVES
The objectives of the Association shall be:

Clause 1
To promote the development of local communities, with special attention to girls’ and women’s welfare and education.
Clause 2
To provide the means to the development of private businesses and local production among the members, in order to achieve better economic, social and cultural conditions for ourselves and our families. 
Clause 3
To provide opportunities for members to make positive contributions towards the development of  the respective village communities, particularly in the areas of education, gender equity and social welfare.
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ARTICLE IV - STRUCTURE
Clause 1:
This Association shall be incorporated under the Laws of Ghana.

Clause 2:
The structure of the Association shall consist of:

i. 
The General Assembly

ii.
The Executive Council. 

Clause 3:
General Assembly
i. The General Assembly shall comprise all Ordinary and Honorary Members of the Association.  
ii.
It shall be the supreme body of the Association and shall be responsible for establishing its policies and evaluating their implementation.

Clause 4:
 Executive Council  

i.
The government of the Association shall be vested in the Executive Council (EC) which shall be responsible to the General Assembly for the implementation of policy and the operation of the affairs of the Association.

ii.
The EC shall consist of the following:

a.
A President

b.
A Vice-President

c.
A Secretary
d.
A Deputy Secretary
e.
A Treasurer

f.
A Spokesperson
iii.
Officers
a.
The duties of the officers of the EC shall be as follows:

(i)
President.  The President shall preside over the affairs and activities of the Association, including all general meetings. 

(ii)
Vice-President.  The Vice-President shall, among other duties as may be assigned by the President or the EC, act in the absence of the President.

(iii)
Secretary.  The Secretary shall maintain the records of the Association, conduct correspondence, convene and organize meetings, and assist in the preparation of the Annual Report.
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 (iv)
Deputy Secretary. The Deputy Secretary shall, among other duties as may be assigned by the President or the EC, act in the absence of the Secretary.
(v) Treasurer. The Treasurer shall keep account of all monies and properties of the Association and prepare the Treasurer's Annual Report .
(vi) Spokesperson. The spokesperson  shall represent the EC and the Association as a whole in the external relationships with donors and institutions, in Ghana and abroad.
iv.
The EC may appoint Co-ordinators for various projects or activities from among its members or other Ordinary Members.
ARTICLE V - MEMBERSHIP
Clause 1:
Membership
i.
There shall be two types of membership:  Ordinary and Honorary.  Membership shall be open to all eligible applicants after a two/thirds approval by the General Assembly.

ii.
Ordinary Member.  Any woman above 18 years of age, residing in the Suhum Kraboa Coaltar District or in the West Akym District, willing to be admitted, shall put together a group of 6 (six) women, of which one eligible as group leader, and apply for admission at the General Assembly.
iii. Honorary Member.  Anyone who would not be eligible for Ordinary Membership and who is deemed to have made a significant contribution to the Association may be elected an Honorary Member by the General Assembly.

Clause 2:
Resignation and Expulsion
i.
Any Member may resign membership by notice in informing the Executive Council.
ii. Any Member who acts in contravention of the spirit or letter of this Constitution may be expelled on recommendation of the Executive Council.
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iii. A Member who has been expelled from the Association may re-apply and, subject to the General Assembly’s judgement, be re-admitted.
ARTICLE VI - ELECTIONS
Clause 1:
Elections of the Executive Council shall be held every year in presence of at least two/thirds of the Ordinary Members.
Clause 2:
Nominations shall only be accepted with the consent of the nominee.
Clause 3:
Voting shall be by secret ballot.
Clause 4:
Proxy votes shall not be allowed.
Clause 5:
Council members shall, unless re-elected, hold office for one year.
ARTICLE VII – MEETINGS
The General Assembly shall hold its meeting every month to discuss the ongoing projects and possible new developments of the Association’s activities. During these meetings the General Assembly shall also decide on the admission of those candidates who have presented their application.
ARTICLE VIII - FINANCE
Clause 1:
The General Assembly shall approve the allocation of fees and other funds.   

Clause 2:
The General Assembly shall approve the projects or activities for which funds may be solicited for the Association’s activities.
Clause 3:
The Association shall maintain a bank account.  Signatories of the account of the Association shall be the President, the Secretary and the Treasurer.
Clause 4:
Up-to-date books shall be kept at the appropriate level by the Treasurer.
Clause 5:
The accounts of the Association shall be audited at the end of every financial year by the auditor appointed at the preceding General Meeting.  

Clause 6:
The EC shall establish policy on matters involving financial contributions, donations and other gifts by the Association.
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ARTICLE IX - APPLICATION OF PROPERTY
Clause 1:
All properties and assets of the Association shall vest in the EC on behalf of and in trust for the Association.
Clause 2:
The properties and assets of the Association shall be applied in a manner prescribed by the General Assembly.

ARTICLE X - AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION
Clause 1:
Any provision of this Constitution may be amended only by a two-thirds (2/3) majority of Members present and voting at a General Meeting.
Clause 3:
The EC shall inform Members at least one month before any motion for amendment of this Constitution shall be presented to a General Meeting.
ARTICLE XI - DISSOLUTION OF ASSOCIATION
Clause 1:
The Association may only be dissolved upon a recommendation of the EC passed by a two/thirds majority of Members present and voting at a General Meeting.
Clause 2:
In the event of dissolution of the Association, its properties and assets shall, after the discharge of any debts and liabilities, be distributed to an organization or organizations with similar objectives and/or a charity or charities upon the recommendation of the EC and subsequent approval by a two/thirds majority of the General Assembly.
*   *   *
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